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VI. The Principle of W               

11:6


Proverbs 14:23, “All hard work brings a profit.”  


Proverbs 20:4, “A sluggard does not plow in season; so at harvest time he looks but finds nothing.” 

Proverbs 28:19, “He who works his land will have abundant food, but the one who chases fantasies will have his fill of poverty.”

2 Thessalonians 3:10-11 — “For even when we were with you, we gave you this rule: "If a man will not work, he shall not eat.” 
VII. The Principle of P                                
11:7-10


Ecclesiastes 2:24, “A man can do nothing better than to eat and drink and find satisfaction in his work. This too, I see, is from the hand of God.” 

1 Timothy 6:17, “God ... richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 
VIII. The Principle of A                                      
11:9


God will ask, “What did you do with what I entrusted in your hands?”


 We are a stewards and managers.  Owners have rights; stewards have responsibilities.

Mark 8:36–37 KJV, “For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul?  Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?”
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“How to Manage Your Wealth”
Ecclesiastes 11:1–10
March 13, 2011
Here’s some good news: God wants you to Prosper!


Concerning the righteous man: Psalm 1:3, “He is like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its fruit in season and whose leaf does not wither.  Whatever he does prospers.”

Joshua 1:8 (HCSB): “This book of instruction must not depart from your mouth; you are to recite it day and night so that you may carefully observe everything written in it.  For then you will prosper and succeed in whatever you do.”

3 John 2, (HCSB) “Dear friend, I pray that you may prosper in every way and be in good health physically just as you are spiritually.”

Psalm 35:27, “May those who delight in my vindication shout for joy and gladness; may they always say, ‘The Lord be exalted, who delights in the well-being/prosperity of his servant.’"

2 Chronicles 20:20, "Hear me, O Judah and you inhabitants of Jerusalem: Believe in the Lord your God, and you shall be established; believe His prophets, and you shall prosper." 

Nehemiah 2:20 (NLT), “...The God of heaven will help us succeed/prosper...”

8 Principles to Prosper by from Ecclesiastes 11:
I. The Principle of I                                        
11:1


1 Kings 10:22-23,“The king had a fleet of trading ships at sea along with the ships of Hiram. Once every three years it returned, carrying gold, silver and ivory, and apes and baboons. King Solomon was greater in riches and wisdom than all the other kings of the earth.”   


Jesus taught us to invest. See the Parable of the Talents in Matthew 25. 

3 parameters of investing:



A. Examine Your M                       for Investment.

1 Timothy 6:6-9, “But godliness with contentment is great gain… For we brought nothing into the world, and we can carry nothing out of it. But if we have food and clothing we will be content with that.  People who want to get rich… fall into temptation and a trap, and into many foolish and harmful desires, that plunge men into ruin and destruction”  

To whom little is not enough, nothing is enough. 


1 Timothy 6:17, “Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment.” 

B. Seek Wise C                          .

Proverbs 13:20, “He who walks with the wise grows wise, but a companion of fools suffers harm.” 

C. Beware of Any Get-Rich-Quick Schemes

Proverbs 28:22 (KJV), “He that hasteth to be rich hath an evil eye, and considereth not that poverty shall come upon him.” 
II. The Principle of D                                      
11:2

Don’t put all your eggs in one basket!

III. The Principle of P                                     
11:3


To not prepare and instead say, “I’ll just trust God,” is not trust; that is presumption!


See Luke 4:12.

 
Let’s learn this lesson from an ant.  Turn to Proverbs 6:6-11. 

Proverbs 21:20, “In the house of the wise are stores of choice food and oil, but a foolish man devours all he has.” 

Faith and preparedness are not in competition one with the other!


Mission Dignity: $                   
IV. The Principle of V                        
11:4
RISK

Legitimate business is, “I help you, and you help me; and, we both gain.” This kind of risk is not gambling; Gambling is pleasure and profit at somebody else’s loss and sorrow. 

See Matthew 25.

Acts 15:26, “men ... have risked their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. ” (Acts 15:26). 

V. The Principle of T                  

11:5


Isaiah 58:11 (KJV), “The LORD shall guide thee continually, and satisfy thy soul in drought, and make fat thy bones: and thou shalt be like a watered garden, and like a spring of water, whose waters fail not.”

Psalm 32:8, “I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel you and watch over you.” 

Psalm 37:23 (KJV), “The steps of a good man are ordered by the

LORD: and he delighteth in his way.” 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (KJV): “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine own understanding.  In all thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy paths.”

For those who are worried about their finances:“It is vain…to rise up early, to sit up late, to eat the bread of sorrows: for he giveth his beloved sleep.” Psalm 127:2 KJV
To Manage My Wealth in a Godly Way I will:





☐ Memorize 1 Timothy 6:17.


☐ Manage my investments out of need, NOT greed.


☐ Refuse to worry about my finances and instead, trust God.


☐ Perform all my labor as unto the Lord (Col. 3:23).


☐ Other _________________________________________ 








